Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.142; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.7.
In the title compound, C 29 H 27 NO 6 S, the sulfonyl-bound phenyl ring is almost perpendicular to the indole ring system [dihedral angle = 87.96 (6) ], while the benzylphenyl ring is oriented at an angle of 76.8 (7)
. An intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond is observed. In the crystal structure, molecules are linked into a zigzag C(10) chain along the b axis by intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Wang & Ng, 2002; Singh et al., 2000; Tsotinis et al., 1997; Quetin-Leclercq et al., 1995) and antitumour activities (Andreani et al., 2001) .
Related literature
The longer C-N distances [N1-C2 = 1.417 (2) Å and N1-C5 = 1.421 (2) Å] are indicative of the electronic withdrawing character of the phenylsulfonyl group. Atom S1 has a distorted tetrahedral configuration. The widening of the O1-S1-O2 angle to 120.09 (8)°, and the resultant narrowing of the N1-S1-C10 to 104.99 (8)°, from the ideal tetrahedral values, are attributed to the Thorpe-Ingold effect (Bassindale, 1984) . The indole ring system is planar. The sum of bond angles around N1 (358.0°) indicates that N1 is in sp 2 hybridization. The sulfonyl bound phenyl ring is almost perpendicular to the indole ring system, with a dihedral angle of 87.96 (6)°. The benzylphenyl ring is oriented at an angle of 76.69 (5)° with respect to the indole ring system. The ester groups attached to the indole ring system assume extended con-
C25-O4-C26-C27 = 172.6 (2)°]. An intramolecular C6-H6···O1 hydrogen bond is observed.
In the crystal structure, the molecules are linked into a zigzag C(10) chain along the b axis by intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 and Fig.2 ).
Experimental
To a solution of diethyl-2-((2-(bromomethyl)-1-(phenylsulfonyl)-1H-indol-3-yl)methylene)malonate (0.5 g, 0.96 mmol) in dry benzene (15 ml), ZnBr 2 (0.43 g, 1.90 mmol) was added. The reaction mixture was then refluxed for 5 h under N 2 atmosphere. It was then poured over ice-water (50 ml) containing 1 ml of concentrated HCl, extracted with chloroform (2 × 10 ml) and dried (Na 2 SO 4 ). Removal of solvent followed by flash column chromatography (silica gel, 230-420 mesh, n-hexane/ethyl acetate 99:1) led to the isolation of diethyl-2-((2-benzyl-1-(phenylsulfonyl)-1H-indol-3-yl)methylene)malonate as a colourless solid. Single crystals were obtained by recrystallization from CDCl 3 .
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ) and 1.2U eq (C). The components of the anisotropic displacement parameters of C26 and C27 in the direction of the bond between them were restrained to be equal within an effective standard deviation of 0.001.
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 20% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
